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What is the report card?
The report card is an annual state and federal assessment of how well Oregon’s public schools are educating students. 

The state Superintendent of Public Instruction has issued a statewide report card since 1995. In early 2000, the first school and district report cards were issued. Every public elementary and secondary school in Oregon receives one of five ratings: Exceptional, Strong, Satisfactory, Low, or Unacceptable. Districts do not receive overall ratings. All schools and districts also receive federal Adequate Yearly Progress ratings of “Met” or “Not Met.” Report cards are made public in October. To see how your report card may look, download a format of elementary, middle, high and district report cards from ODE’s online Report Card site, www.ode.state.or.us/data/reportcard/reports.aspx.

Why is adequate yearly progress included?
ODE must notify all public school parents about AYP on the state report card, even though preliminary AYP reports are made public in August. Each school and district receives a rating of “Met” or “Not Met” AYP. If any school in a district receives a “Not Met” rating, the entire district is rated “Not Met.”

Who rates the schools?
The State Superintendent of Public Instruction is responsible for rating schools. 

How are schools rated by the state?
The overall rating is based on a combination of student performance, student behavior, school improvement and school characteristics: 

· Student performance is the percentage of students who meet standards on state tests over a two-year period.

· In elementary and middle schools, student behavior is the percentage of students attending school over a two-year period. In high schools, student behavior calculations include the dropout rate. 

· Improvement is based on changes over a four-year period in student performance and student behavior.

· School characteristics are measured by the percentage of students taking the state tests. If that percentage drops below 89.5 percent, a school cannot get an overall rating better than Unacceptable. There are five categories: Unacceptable, Low, Satisfactory, Strong and Exceptional. 

Is there other information on the report cards?
You can refer to the report card format on ODE’s Web site. The report cards have information about teacher characteristics such as percentage with master’s degrees, average years of experience teaching, and average years of experience in the district. 

Highly Qualified Staff information required by NCLB is listed, and supporting data for AYP ratings are listed on the back: 

· Whether the required percentage of students met state academic standards in the last two years of statewide tests. 

· Whether test participation was at the required percentage.

· Whether required attendance or graduation levels were met. 
This information is broken out by student group. 

High school report cards include SAT scores, students graduating, and school size. Elementary reports include class size. Schools may add local information if they choose.

District report cards include a list of all schools and their overall ratings. The district cards also include districtwide student performance and information on ethnicity and staff characteristics.

Do all schools receive an overall rating?
Not all schools receiving a report card will get an overall rating; some are too small or have missing data. Even if a school doesn’t receive a state report card, it receives a report card with the AYP rating.

What data are included but not counted in the ratings?
Graduation rate, weapons-related expulsions, and elementary school class sizes are on the report cards but are not included in ratings. CIM completions will read “Students graduating with a CIM.” Assessment data are separated by gender, ethnicity, migrant, special education, limited English proficiency and economic disadvantage. Data on TAG students is reported.

District report cards include dollars spent per student in the classroom and for classroom, building and central support.

The overall rating is charted on a scale from Exceptional to Unacceptable.

ODE allows schools that consistently maintain a high overall performance rating to keep their strong or exceptional rating if improvement continues. 

If 40 percent of a school population has changed due to boundary changes, the school will be treated as a new school and not be rated.

What happens if a school gets a Low or Unacceptable rating?
Schools that receive Low or Unacceptable ratings must review and revise their school improvement plans and file them with the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the school district board and the school’s 21 ADVANCE \u 4st ADVANCE \d 4 Century Schools Council. All schools are required to file improvement plans with their local boards anyway; low performers simply have an added level of reporting. ODE provides technical assistance to help low-performing schools improve.

