Overview of Rating Formulas
STATE RATING SYSTEM

Schools receive overall report card ratings based on four factors: school characteristics, student behavior, student performance and improvement. Schools are given overall ratings of Exceptional, Strong, Satisfactory, Low or Unacceptable.

School Characteristics Rating
This rating is based on the percentage of eligible students participating in last school year’s statewide assessments. If less than 89.5 percent of eligible students participated, the school automatically receives an Unacceptable overall rating regardless of its performance in the other component areas. If 89.5 percent to 94.4 percent of eligible students participated in the assessments, the school receives an overall rating no better than Low. If 94.5 percent or more of eligible students participated in the assessments, the school receives an overall rating based on an average of Student Behavior, Student Performance and Improvement.

Student Behavior Rating
For elementary and middle schools, this rating is based on an average of student attendance rates over the previous two school years. Student behavior for high schools is based on an average of student attendance rates plus dropout rates.

Student Performance Rating
For elementary and middle schools, this rating is based on a weighted average of student achievement on the Reading and Mathematics Knowledge and Skills statewide assessments over the preceding two years. Student performance for high schools is based on a weighted average of student achievement on the previous two years’ statewide assessments for Reading and Math Knowledge and Skills and Writing.

Improvement Rating
This rating is based on changes over a four-year period in performance on statewide reading and math knowledge and skills assessments, attendance rates and dropout rates.

Overall Rating
Once the School Characteristics rating is accounted for, then the overall rating is determined as follows: Student Performance rating (two‑year average) + Student Behavior rating (two-year average) + Improvement rating (four-year average).

FEDERAL RATING SYSTEM

To meet adequate yearly progress (AYP), schools and districts must meet requirements in the four areas listed below provided they have enough students to be statistically valid. At least 42 state tests must have been taken by students over two years in both math and language arts. This qualification also applies to each student group. Typically, one student takes four tests a year. If a school doesn(t have enough students in each category to qualify, these students( scores are counted toward the district(s overall AYP rating. 

Requirements to make AYP:
· Participation in state tests: 94.5 percent of all students in the school; plus 94.5 percent of each student group must have taken the tests. 

· Meeting academic standards in math and reading over the past two years. (Requirements for percentage of students meeting standards increase until the year 2014, when 100 percent are expected to meet standards.)
· Ninety-two percent average attendance for elementary/middle schools. (This requirement is waived for student groups (except the all-students group) that meet the state target for student achievement.  

· Graduation rate for high schools: 68.1 percent (however this requirement is waived for student groups (except the all-students group) that meet the state target for academic achievement.

Each school and district open for two years or more receives a rating of having (Met( or (Not Met( AYP. 

