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School District, and the Tillamook School District’s natural
resource program.
Earlier this year, when OSBA asked members to
nominate their forward-looking programs for inclusion in
the Promise campaign, more
than 100 districts, charter
schools, education service
districts and community
colleges responded (a full list
accompanies this article).

Smart is the new cool at Oregon high schools these
days. Just ask the students on Glencoe High School’s
robotics team.
“Team Shockwave,” ranked second in the Pacific
Northwest and 14th nationally, regularly matches wits
against some of the top young minds in the country.
The three-dozen-strong robotics team from the
Hillsboro School District also embodies the latest phase of
“The Promise of Oregon” campaign. This fall and into
2016, the Promise campaign will be showcasing districts
whose cutting-edge programs are preparing students for
careers and college.

Betsy Miller-Jones, OSBA’s executive director, said it
was a challenge to pick four programs to highlight among
all of the nominees.
“We saw so many amazing programs nominated,” she
said. “From homebuilding efforts to training students for
health careers to challenging young minds through STEM
programs, schools across Oregon are preparing students
for the future.

Central to the effort will be four new videos set to
debut in early 2016. They will highlight science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM)
programs, career and technical education (CTE), the arts
and more.

“Our challenge now is to dream bigger. We need to
imagine just how far our districts could take our young
people if we as a state invested more in our greatest
natural resource – our children.”

In addition to Glencoe and its robotics program,
feature videos will include an early learning wing at David
Douglas School District, a career and technical program
known as the Baker Technical Institute at the Baker

Miller-Jones noted that the Promise campaign will be
providing schools across Oregon the tools to help them
spread the word about how their programs are preparing
students for college and career. The following toolkit
elements will be available soon on the Promise website
(www.promiseoregon.org):
•
•
•
•

A one-page intro and program promotion
template
A guide to creating buzz about Promise
programs
A sample press release
Social media instructions/“Let’s Dream Bigger”
sign

At Glencoe High, the robotics team is already gearing
up for its competitive season, which begins in January.
Claire Edington, a Glencoe junior, said she hopes to
pursue studies and a career in robotics and artificial
intelligence. She said she “fell in love” with the robotics
team at her very first meeting as a freshman.

Nick Milford, a member of Glencoe High’s robotics team, shows
some of the inner workings of a robot.

Creating a love of learning – that’s a program worth
celebrating.
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Promise update: New video will
kick off at Annual Convention
The latest phase of “The Promise of Oregon”
campaign will debut Nov. 13 at OSBA’s Annual
Convention in Portland.
A new feature video will be screened, including
footage from schools in Umatilla, Tigard-Tualatin,
Philomath and Bandon. Additionally, photos will be
shown of students from around the state. The video
will debut concurrently that day on the Promise
website (www.promiseoregon.org), and the photos
will begin appearing daily on the website and in
social media, along with student statements about
why they constitute “The Promise of Oregon.”

Left to right: Nick Milford, Bronwyn Grover, Claire Edington and
Luke South of the Glencoe High robotics team.

Every fall is a new beginning

The Promise campaign is also planning the 2016
debut of four new videos showcasing cutting-edge
programs – science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM), career and technical
education (CTE), the arts and more – at four
districts statewide.

From left: Bronwyn Grover, Nick Ogden, teacher Chris Steiner,
Nick Milford, Hannah Fritsch, Claire Edington and Luke South of
the Glencoe High robotics team.

During its first year, the campaign celebrated the
accomplishments of Oregon students and helped
galvanize support for increased funding for public
schools. Legislators ultimately settled on a State
School Fund figure of $7.4 billion for 2015-17 – up
$850 million from the last biennium.

Every student at Charles F. Tigard Elementary School is issued
an iPad.
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and doors and walls and windows that keep out the cold
and rain. Each of us has an idea of what we can’t live
without, and our communities have expectations for the
buildings that house our children during school time.
Safety is first and foremost on everyone’s mind.
Last year OSBA heard loud and clear from our
members that K-12 education needs help to pass bond
issues to upgrade facilities, construct modern buildings,
and safely retrofit current buildings to withstand a seismic
event.
As a result, OSBA staff worked with the Legislature to
pass two bills that fundamentally alter the way Oregon
pays for school buildings. Until now Oregon was one of
only a handful of states that did not provide any state
funding for school construction.
So what are the opportunities for school districts?

The Philomath High School Band has placed among the top
bands statewide in its division five times over the past decade.
Pictured here are Dan Johnson, the school’s performing arts
director, and Rob Finch of Blue Chalk Media.

1. Seismic grants or “free
money”: The state has
made $175 million available
for seismic upgrades to
buildings in 2015-17. No
matching funds are required,
hence the term “free
money.” Projects must have
a capacity of 250 people,
and the limit is $1.5 million
Betsy Miller-Jones
per building. A school
Executive Director
district, education service
district or community college can apply to
upgrade multiple buildings. The district must be
able to demonstrate it can complete the project if
the total cost is greater than $1.5 million. To
apply you must complete an engineering
assessment or report, a cost estimate, a
benefit/cost analysis, provide photos and Oregon
Department of Geology and Mineral Industries
(DOGAMI) information. The material is reviewed
by an advisory committee and scored on the
benefit/cost analysis, readiness, scope of work,
financial feasibility, relation to the community and
mitigation efforts. Applications opened Oct. 1
and close at 5 p.m. Dec. 31. The program is run
by the Oregon Business Development
Department (Business Oregon). Contact Gloria
Zacharias at (503) 986-0132 or
gloria.zacharias@oregon.gov.

OSBA Annual Convention
registration closes Nov. 2
Just a handful of days remain to save your spot at
OSBA's 69th Annual Convention Nov. 12-15 in downtown
Portland. Registration closes Nov. 2.
The conference theme this year is “Celebrate the
Promise of Oregon: Sharing Best Practices.”
Keynote speakers include Nicholas Kristof, a two-time
Pulitzer Prize winner and graduate of Yamhill Carlton High
School. Kristof is also the celebrity face of the Promise
campaign, which honors the accomplishments of Oregon
students and promotes funding public education so they
can reach their potential.
Other keynote speakers are John-Michael Keyes, who
has promoted school safety since his daughter’s 2006
death in a school hostage situation, and Donna Hartley, an
author and motivational speaker.
Registration materials can be found at:
www.osba.org/Calendar/Events/Annual_Convention2015.aspx.
Questions? Contact our event staff at info@osba.org
or 800-578-6722.

2. Bond matching funds: Senate Bill 447
provides for $125 million in local bond matching,
and establishes an office of school facilities
within the Oregon Department of Education
(ODE) to administer the Oregon School Capital
Improvement Matching Program, providing
technical assistance to districts and maintaining
a facilities database. This matching program
allocates $125 million over the 2015-17 biennium
and requires a district match from local general
obligation bonds. The maximum amount of the
match is $8 million. Sixty percent of the funds will

In the Loop

OSBA-backed bills create path for
school facilities funding
Each year as fall rolls around we start thinking a little
more about how we value that solid roof over our heads,
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In an article (http://portlandtribune.com/lor/48news/268615-143107-losd-hopes-lighthouse-will-guide
efforts-to-increase-achievement) in the Lake Oswego
Review, Board Chair Liz Hartman was quoted as saying:
“It is a big commitment, but this is one of the steps it will
take to move this district into a nationally recognized, highachieving district.”
Lake Oswego students are already in select company
nationally. In a recent study, www.startclass.com, an
education research website, determined that the district is
top-ranked nationally. (http://publicschools.startclass.com/stories/5508/best-school-districtsin-every-state#51-Oregon)
The determination was made through a “smart rating”
system that ranked districts, on a scale of 1 to 100,
according to proficiency test scores, student-teacher ratio,
discipline and other factors. Lake Oswego received a
rating of 97.

Betsy Miller-Jones, center, OSBA’s executive director, chats with
Salem-Keizer School Board Member Chris Brantley and Principal
Jennie Madland at Stephens Middle School during a visit to
photograph students there for the Promise campaign.

The Lake Oswego School Board is one of a dozen
school boards statewide that have gone through the
Lighthouse training since 2009. The intensive training is
customized to help boards fulfill their leadership role
around student achievement.

be allocated based on a priority ranked order to districts
based on several factors, including assessed property
values, ADMw and percentage of students in poverty. The
remainder will be allocated on a first-come, first-served
basis. ODE is convening an advisory committee this fall to
create rules for program administration and
implementation. Applications and technical assistance will
be released Dec. 15. Applications for May 2016 may be
received beginning Jan. 15. The current ODE contact is
Michael Elliott, Michael.s.elliott@ode.state.or.us, and
additional information is available on the ODE webpage at
www.ode.state.or.us.

For more information about the Lighthouse Project,
contact Steve Kelley, OSBA director of board
development, at 800-578-6722 or skelley@osba.org.

One meeting remains for
2015 Fall Regionals
OSBA’s annual Fall Regional meetings have nearly
run their course, with only one date remaining.

The most important information for you as board
members is that this is the first time the Oregon
Legislature has made a significant investment in K-12
facilities, and you should be asking your administration
whether your district has a need and can take advantage
of these programs. We know that this amount of money is
just a drop in the bucket compared with the total needs of
Oregon school districts, but it is a huge step forward in
establishing a state funding program to support school
facilities. Over time we hope this funding will grow, and
with your support OSBA will work to make that happen.

Already, OSBA staff have logged more than 4,000
miles in visits to 19 communities. The meetings kicked off
Sept. 16 in Seaside.
Still to come is the finale Oct. 29 in McMinnville.
Meeting details are available at:
http://www.osba.org/Calendar/Events/Fall_Regionals2015.aspx.
Agendas for this year’s meetings include a wrap-up of
the recent legislative session, an update on capital
construction funding, a summary of “The Promise of
Oregon” campaign’s next phase, and feedback from
members on revenue reform and board training.

Lake Oswego Board intent on higher
goals through Lighthouse
Lake Oswego’s schools were rated tops in the country
in a recent study, but the district’s board is aiming even
higher.
In July, board members embarked on a two-year
training program through the OSBA-run Oregon
Lighthouse Project. The board will meet periodically with
OSBA Board Development Specialist Renee Sessler in an
effort to lift student achievement and boost the district’s
national recognition.
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PACE Trustees promote school safety
training, member credit benefit

OSBA elections will open soon
The voting period opens Nov. 16 for OSBA elections,
and runs through Dec. 18.

The Property and Casualty Coverage for Education
(PACE) Trustees gave the green light for a business plan
that emphasizes school safety training and learned how
members are accessing the 5 percent credit benefit for
boundary invasion training.

Thirteen seats are open on the OSBA Board of
Directors, as well as all 19 seats on the Legislative Policy
Committee (LPC).
The 13 candidates for OSBA Board seats are running
unopposed. They are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In their September
meeting, the trustees
began the approval
process for the 2015-18
PACE business plan.
Trustees emphasized
their commitment to
ensuring the insurance pool’s stability, accessible service
and exceptional coverage for its members. The business
plan will be finalized by Nov. 13.

Position 1 (Eastern), Kevin Cassidy, Baker SD
Position 3 (Central), Cheri Helt, Bend-La Pine
SD
Position 4 (Southeast), Lori Theros (incumbent),
Klamath Falls City Schools
Position 6 (Lane), Sherry Duerst-Higgins
(incumbent), South Lane SD and Lane ESD
Position 8 (Clackamas), Betty Reynolds
(incumbent), West Linn-Wilsonville SD
Position 9 (Douglas/South Coast), Hank Perry,
Douglas ESD
Position 10 (Linn/Benton/Lincoln), Don Cruise
(incumbent), Philomath SD
Position 12 (Marion), Kaye Jones, Jefferson SD
Position 14 (North Coast), Greg Kintz
(incumbent), Vernonia SD
Position 16 (Washington), Maureen Wolf
(incumbent), Tigard-Tualatin SD
Position 17 (Multnomah), Francisco Acosta,
Multnomah ESD
Position 18 (Multnomah), Kris Howatt
(incumbent), Gresham-Barlow SD
Position 19 (Multnomah), Paul Anthony,
Portland Public Schools

In other meeting news, OSBA Director of Finance and
Operations Michael Robison discussed PACE’s
investment portfolio and explained how the equity markets
have remained volatile because interest rates have not
increased. Special Districts Association of Oregon (SDAO)
Chief Financial Officer Mike Doherty reviewed the
unaudited year-end financial update.
SDAO Director of Risk Management Scott Neufeld
provided an update on the 5 percent credit benefit to
PACE members who meet the boundary invasion
(http://pace.osba.org/Resources/Articles/MandatoryReporti
ng/BoundaryInvasion.aspx) criteria by May 2016. Eighty of
PACE’s 300 members still have an opportunity to benefit
from the 5 percent credit toward their general liability (GL)
insurance. For more information, contact Scott Neufeld at
sneufeld@sdao.com or 800-285-5461 or 503-371-8667.

OSBA Board terms are for two years, and LPC terms
are for one year.

OSBA Director of Communications Tricia Yates
highlighted the collaboration among PACE staff to provide
a crisis management response for Umpqua Community
College and communication support to David Douglas
School District. OSBA Marketing-Communication and
Social Media Consultant Rachel Fleenor discussed the
2015 PACE Membership Survey, which was sent to the
designated contact for each PACE member entity by email
on Oct. 6. The deadline to complete the survey is Oct. 30.

Local boards will be voting on OSBA Board and LPC
representatives for each region. OSBA reminds members
to ask board chairs to place the election on board meeting
agendas.
Election materials and a calendar can been found on
the OSBA website at:
www.osba.org/About%20OSBA/LeftNav/Election_Center.a
spx.

OSBA Director of Litigation Kate Wilkinson introduced
new OSBA Pre-loss Attorney Lucy Schwallie and
discussed her public sector and labor employment work as
a risk manager in Walla Walla, WA.

Upcoming OSBA Events

OSBA Board Development Director Steve Kelley
discussed the trainings recently provided to PACE
members. New this year is the introduction of technology
to broaden accessibility of trainings to district staff.

2015 OSBA Fall Regionals
September 16-October 29, 2015
OSBA Annual Convention
November 12-15, 2015
OSBA Bonds, Ballots and Buildings Conference
February 5, 2016
76th Annual NSBA Conference, Boston, MA
April 9-11, 2016
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